The word grace is the English translation of the Greed work "charis". Charis is defined in Strong's Exhaustive Concordance Of The Bible as "graciousness" (as gratifying) of manner or act (abstr., or concr.; lit., fig. or spiritual; espec. the divine influence on the heart, and its reflection in the life;…").
We see that when Felix left Paul bound, and when Festus asked Paul to go up to Jerusalem to be judged, simply to please the Jews, both actions were a matter of grace toward the Jews.
In its most elemental form, grace is the providing of a gratuity, real or perceived, from a person or persons to another person or persons. Further, the benefit may be tangible or intangible and provide for actual need or selfish desire. Now we will move our discussion from grace in its most basic form, which is a gratuity bestowed by a benefactor on a beneficiary, to a discussion of grace wherein God is the source. While the basic form is the same, the content is according to divine prerogative. God Himself has determined the purposes for which grace will be granted.
God's grace for man is expressed in the following scriptures:
Hebrews 2 9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of God should taste death for every man. Ephesians 2 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, 5 Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved;) 2 Corinthians 1 12 For our rejoicing is this, the testimony of our conscience, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the grace of God, we have had our conversation in the world, and more abundantly to you-ward
These scriptures inform us that: by God's grace Christ died for us; by God's grace we are made alive (saved); and by God's grace we live our life in this world. Accordingly, a clear and accurate understanding of the meaning of the word grace as used in the scriptures, and more particularly, of God's grace, and on what basis God will bestow his grace, is essential to one's relationship to God.
Other English translations of the word "charis" are "thank" and "thankworthy". In the Gospel of Luke "charis" is translated "thank". We read at Luke 6
When we receive back commensurate with what we give, the net result is that it costs us nothing. However, it is a matter of grace to bestow benefit when it is a sacrifice by us, and God regards such giving. (See Luke 21:1-4 for an example)
In 1 Peter where "charis" is translated, both, "thankworthy" and "acceptable", we read: 1 Peter 2 This scripture tells us that God does not find gratification in behavior that is common to most men, but He is pleased by behavior wherein the motive is to do His will. What we do because of conscience toward God is a matter of faithfulness, which issues from faith. And, faith begets grace. (See Romans 5:2) As discussed in the consideration entitled, "What Is Faith", careful observance of our duty to do God's will is an expression of faith. This is in accord with the principle declared by scripture that God's grace, bestowed on an individual is God's response to faith. This is so clearly expressed by the apostle Paul in his epistle to the Romans.
Romans 4
16 Therefore it is of faith, that it might be by grace; to the end the promise might be sure to all the seed; not to that only which is of the law, but to that also which is of the faith of Abraham; who is the father of us all, Romans 5 1 Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
Faith is man's only access to God's grace. There are no rituals, ceremonies, or works of any kind that provide access to God's grace. While such things are neither good nor evil in themselves, they do not bring forth the grace of the Lord.
In the epistle of James, we read that humility is required to obtain grace from God.
